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PRESS RELEASE
World Flying Disc Federation Receives Recognition by the International Olympic
Committee
The Executive Board of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) decided on Friday the 31st of
May 2013 to grant the World Flying Disc Federation (WFDF) provisional IOC recognition during their
meeting in St Petersburg (Russia). WFDF serves as the international sports governing body of all
flying disc sports.
“WFDF welcomes this recognition to join the Olympic family and we confirm the commitment of the
flying disc community to the ideals set out in the Olympic Charter,” stated WFDF President Robert
“Nob” Rauch. “Our strong value of “spirit of the game” on the field of play and off of it has always
reflected these principles. We thank the IOC Executive Board and administration for their support
and encouragement, and our Member Associations, board of directors, and athletes for their
enthusiasm and commitment to this process.”
“This recognition by the IOC today is a very important milestone for flying disc sports, and should
greatly support our grass roots development programs in countries around the world, opening the
door for our members to seek their own National Olympic Committee recognition,” commented
Rauch further. “However, this is just the start of a long journey as we look to further develop disc
sports and fulfill all the criteria stipulated by the IOC so that one day we will have a product which is
equal to the current sports of the Olympic Games in both sports excellence and commercial
interest.” WFDF joins 33 other international sports federations that are recognized by the IOC but are
not currently a part of the Olympic sports program.
The World Flying Disc Federation (“WFDF”) serves as the international governing body of all flying
disc sports. Since WFDF was founded in 1985, the development of the sport has been quite rapid and
Ultimate and the other disc disciplines today are some of the fastest growing sports in the world, due
to the simplicity of the basic rules, the speed of the game, its self-officiation, and its appeal with
youth and across gender lines. WFDF estimates that there are currently 7.5 million active participants
globally across the various disciplines, including Ultimate, Beach Ultimate, Disc Golf, Freestyle, Guts
and Field Events. WFDF today represents 59 member associations in 56 countries. WFDF was
approved as a member of GAISF (now SportAccord) and the International World Games Association in
1995, is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) registered corporation in the State of Colorado, USA, and it is a
signatory of the WADA World Anti-Doping code.
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